
 
 

 

 

18th June 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I am writing to you at the earliest opportunity, to update you on plans for the school’s leadership in the 

2018/19 academic year. 

 

Since before news of Mr Harris’s retirement was shared with the school community, governors and I had 

been working hard to explore the range of options available to us. We were committed to considering only 

the very best leadership talent, so that our school’s reputation for being an inclusive centre of learning 

excellence was preserved. 

 

It was obvious to myself and fellow governors that our search for the best long-term leader for our school 

might take time. In order to secure the best solution for the start of the next academic year, governors and I 

focused on a number of interim solutions – ways in which the school could be supported while our search 

continued.  

 

I am delighted to say that, as a result of ongoing conversations with Wimbledon Park Primary School, 

governors and I have decided to work in partnership with the school by appointing their headteacher, Mr. 

Lufkin, as the ‘interim executive headteacher’ of West Wimbledon Primary School. This partnership will 

see Mr Lufkin leading the school throughout the next academic year, as governors continue working to 

appoint a permanent head teacher.  

 

Mr Lufkin is a highly-respected headteacher with over 15 years of school leadership experience to draw 

upon and has been the driving force behind Wimbledon Park Primary School being rated as ‘outstanding’ 

in their 2016 Ofsted inspection. The school’s journey from ‘requires improvement’ to ‘outstanding’ is an 

impressive local success story and is entirely down to the leadership, vision and dedication of Paul and the 

Wimbledon Park School team. As well as offering the stability of leadership needed to manage any period 

of change, Mr Lufkin will also be ensuring that the highest standards of teaching performance are 

promoted, so that positive teaching outcomes for all children remain a priority.  

 

The governors and senior leadership team at West Wimbledon and Wimbledon Park schools see benefits 
for both schools. West Wimbledon Primary School will directly benefit from this partnership, for example 
through learning about areas of expertise at Wimbledon Park School, and through the accelerated 
leadership development of West Wimbledon staff. We envisage the partnership will enhance our ability to 
attract and retain the highest quality teaching staff through increased career development opportunities.  
 

With the help of Mrs Williamson and her incredibly talented SLT team, Mr Lufkin will be leading the 

school for an academic year from September and will be a supporting presence on-site for three days per 

week. Governors from both schools are in the process of working with Mr Lufkin and Mrs Williamson to 

understand what days are best and Mr Lukfin is very committed to prioritising the needs of the school as 

this new way of working is established.  

 

Although this will be West Wimbledon Primary School’s first experience of an interim executive 

headteacher partnership, there have been a number of successful partnerships in our borough recently and 

they have been regarded as bringing great benefit to the schools involved.  
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I endeavour to write to you again, as soon as further details are confirmed. I will also enclose a FAQ sheet 

that will answer any questions you might have 

 

We are very proud to welcome Mr Lufkin to our school and we look forward to this exciting chapter in the 

school’s history, as we continue to offer children in our area the best education in a happy, safe and 

inclusive school environment.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jo Reynolds 

Acting Chair of the Board of Governors 

West Wimbledon Primary School                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


